
TOP 10 WATER SMART 
ACTIVITIES

FROM THE 2021 WATER SMART SUBMISSIONS



• 22,000 COPIES WERE PRODUCED AND DISTRIBUTED

• INCLUDING SUMMER CAMPS, WADING POOLS, 
INDOOR POOLS AND COMMUNITY CENTRES CITY 
WIDE 

• 16 PAGES OF SUN, WATER AND BIKE SAFETY 
MESSAGING IN FRENCH AND ENGLISH 

• INCLUDES MANY FAVOURITE OTTAWA LANDMARKS 
TO VISIT FOR SAFE WATER FUN!

PROVIDED BY: CITY OF OTTAWA

1. MAKE A SPLASH!
A DROWNING PREVENTION 

COLOURING BOOK 



2. TRAVELLING WATER SAFETY 
EDUCATION PROGRAM

• CITY OF OTTAWA’S WATER SAFETY EDUCATION 
PROGRAM VISITED BEACHES, WADING POOLS, 
PARKS, AND SPLASH PADS.

• WATER SAFETY AMBASSADORS VISITED DOZENS OF 
VENUES PROVIDING LITERATURE, ACTIVITIES, AND 
EVEN WATER SAFETY KITS (INCLUDING PFDS), TO 
FAMILIES.

• BRINGING WATER SAFETY DIRECTLY TO THE 
COMMUNITY.

PROVIDED BY: CITY OF OTTAWA



• RESIDENTIAL SWIMMING POOL OWNERS ARE INVOLVED IN NEARLY 
HALF OF ALL DROWNINGS AND NEAR DROWNING INCIDENTS 
AMONG PRESCHOOLERS. 

• THE MAJORITY OF ALL DROWNING INCIDENTS HAPPEN IN A 
RESIDENTIAL SWIMMING POOL. 

• THIS TRAINING IS FOR ANYONE WHO OWNS A POOL OR HOT TUB. 
THIS COURSE WILL PROVIDE THE OWNER WITH EMERGENCY SCENE 
ASSESSMENT, INJURY PREVENTION, POOL SAFETY EQUIPMENT, BASIC 
WATER RESCUE SKILLS AND FIRST AID TRAINING. 

• HAVING A SET OF CHECKS WILL ENSURE YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
WILL HAVE A SAFE, ENJOYABLE EXPERIENCE IN YOUR POOL THIS 
SUMMER. 

• PROVIDED BY: CITY OF BURLINGTON

3. VIRTUAL BACKYARD POOL 
SAFETY CLINIC



4. LIFEJACKET 
CLINICS

PROVIDED BY: CITY OF OTTAWA
CITY OF BURLINGTON



5. WATER SAFETY 
COLOURING 

CONTEST
PROVIDED BY: TOWNSHIP OF WILMOT



6. DRAW BUDDY THE 
LIFEGUARD DOG

PROVIDED BY: CITY OF ST. CATHARINES



7. LOCAL POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT
PROVIDED BY:

CITY OF ST. CATHARINES
TOWNSHIP OF WILMOT

CITY OF BURLINGTON
CITY OF OTTAWA



FREE LIFEJACKETS TO BORROW 
THROUGH LIBRARY PROGRAM

8. LENDING 
LIBRARY

PROVIDED BY: CITY OF BURLINGTON



OFFERED THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

• FAMILY SWIM TO SURVIVE

• SWIM TO SURVIVE +

• SWIM TO SURVIVE

9. FREE SWIM TO SURVIVE 
PROGRAM DURING PUBLIC 

SWIMS

PROVIDED BY: CITY OF BURLINGTON



10. EDUCATION 
THROUGH 

SOCIAL MEDIA
PROVIDED BY:

CITY OF ST. CATHARINES
TOWNSHIP OF WILMOT

CITY OF BURLINGTON
CITY OF OTTAWA



TOP 5 TIPS TO 
MAKE YOUR 
WATER SMART 
AWARD 
APPLICATION 
STAND OUT!

1) UNIQUE AND CREATIVE IDEAS 

• PRODUCE A NEW IDEA THAT HAS NEVER BEEN DONE BEFORE I.E., GAMES, ACTIVITIES 
OR PARTNERSHIPS.

2) PRESENTATION

• DON’T FEEL YOU HAVE TO STICK TO THE OUTLINE YOU ARE GIVEN, USE A LIST, 
PROVIDE LINKS, PUT A PACKAGE TOGETHER OR EVEN A POWERPOINT 
PRESENTATION.

3) USE ALL THE WATER SMART MESSAGES ON THE APPLICATION

• BEING ABLE TO INCORPORATE ALL THE WATER SMART MESSAGES INTO YOUR
SUBMISSION IS KEY.

4) GET POLITICAL

• HAVING A PROCLAMATION OR GETTING YOU LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO PARTICIPATE 
IN YOUR ACTIVITIES DEMONSTRATES THE SUPPORT FOR YOUR COMMUNITY.

5) YEAR-ROUND ACTIVITIES

• WATER SAFETY ISN’T JUST IN THE SUMMER, HAVING ACTIVITIES THAT ARE 
HAPPENING NOT ONLY IN JULY AND AUGUST SHOWS YOU ARE ALWAYS ENGAGED 
IN WATER SAFETY.



THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT SUBMITTED FOR 
THE 2021 WATER SMART AWARD!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CITY OF OTTAWA!
PAST WINNERS OF THE WATER SMART AWARD:

Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury
University of Ottawa
City of Brampton
Town of Whitchurch Stouffville
City of Orillia
City of Kitchener
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